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BLG LOGISTICS GROUP DIVISION

CONTRACT CONTAINERAUTOMOBILE
sea & inland terminals
distribution & storage
ro/ro terminals
technical centres
intermodal transport
forwarding

automobile parts logistics
industry- & production
logistics
retail logistics
port logistics
Wind Energy Logistics

terminal network
intermodal transport
cargomodal services
maintenance & repair
depots



BLG AUTOMOBILE LOGISTICS network

River Barge service         Railway transport        Truck transportation   Sea Port and Inland
Terminals 
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ü Leading automobile logistics provider in Europe

ü Worldwide logistics for finished vehicles

ü Customer portfolio:  BMW, Daimler, VW-Group, Kia, Mitsubishi, Suzuki, FCA, Porsche, PSA, 
Hyundai, Gefco, Ford, Renault-Nissan, Tesla, JLR, Isuzu, Volvo, GM Group, Rental Comp., etc.

ü Turnover  479 million EUR

ü Employees 3.049 employees

ü Handled vehicles 7,3 million vehicles

Á Port terminals 2,6 million vehicles

Á Inland terminals 1,2 million vehicles

Á Technical treatment 1,3 million vehicles

Á Intermodal transportation 1,6 million vehicles

Á Forwarding 0,6 million vehicles

BLG AUTOMOBILE LOGISTICS

FACTS AND FIGURES 2015
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= 2 Mio. = 1 Mio.

BLG

= 16, 5 Mio.

Europa

= 33 Mio.

= 135 t
=  200

What do we want to achieve?
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E-documents in road transport ï
International Level

ÅIn 2011, óe-CMR Protocol ô adopted in addition to 
UN CMR Convention on consignment notes

ÅTo provide legal framework to allow electronic 
consignment notes for international transport buté

ÅOnly 10 (!) EU Member States + Switzerland ratified 
this international treaty, so it remains just theory

ÅNetherlands and Denmark adopted e-CMR, their 
logistics sector has developed tools (but only used 
national)éwhen will all MS (incl. Germany) do so?!
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E-documents in road transport ï
A German case study

ÅIn April 2013, German Commercial Code was 
updated to allow electronic consignment notes, 
bills of lading and warehouse warrants

ÅBut only permissible if authenticity and integrity 
are ensured (i.e. to ensure equivalence with paper)

ÅMinistry of Justice is entitled to regulate more in 
detailébut has been dragging its feet

ÅShould private companies bare the risk of ending 
up in court without paper (as proof)?! 
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E-documents in road transport ï
Proof of Delivery ( PoD)

ÅNo rules at national level (in Germany) or by CMR

ÅA receipt as PoD is common practice, it is legally 
possible to have it in electronic format

ÅMain uncertainty is its value during court 
proceedings (cf. paper proof, written signatures)

ÅMain obstacle is to ensure regular recordings and 
prevent manipulation by a file protection system

ÅNo appropriate IT solutions yet on the 
marketébecause of legal uncertainty?
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E-documents in rail freight

ÅCIM (Uniform Rules concerning the Contract of 
International Carriage of Goods by Rail ïAppendix 
B to COTIF) ïrail freight document

Åe-CIM ïelectronic consignment note 

ÅSome countries accept CIM, yet not all

ÅPotential to have all rail freight documentation done 
electronically at least in Europe

ÅThe operational side is willing, obstacles are from 
the legal and political (i.e. Member States) sides
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E-documents in rail freight

ÅValue of the e-CIM:

ïeasy access to e-CIM data

ïe-CIM cannot be lost or damaged

ïsaving time and costs in handling and storing CIM on 
paper

ÅFurther potential values of e-CIM:

ïto be used in intermodal transport (multimodal 
developments are ongoing)

ïto be used by custom services (DG MOVE and DG TAXUD 
are in process of discussing)
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E-documents in rail freight

ÅObstacles:

ïnot all EU Member States recognise e-CIM (e.g. the 
Netherlands, Latvia, Sweden, Finland, etc.)

ïelectronic signatures on e-CIM not recognised by 
insurance companies, courts, authorities, etc.

ïe-CIM is not accepted for transportation of dangerous 
goods (e.g. in Germany)

ÅORFEUS project is an information system developed and 
operated by RAILDATA. It provides the electronic data 
exchange of e-CIM data between the co-operating railway 
undertakings using its central database
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E-documents in maritime transport

ÅThe EU Reporting Formalities Directive (RFD, 
2010/65/EU) aims to simplify, harmonize, and 
rationalize administrative procedures and 
reporting requirements for maritime carriers 
calling at EU ports

ÅBy 1st June 2015 Member States should have 
implemented measures to allow the electronic 
submission and reception of reporting formalities 
concerning vessels, their crew and cargo via a 
ónational single windowô
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E-documents in maritime transport

ÅDeadline (mostly) missedécurrent (paper-
based) systems continue at port- or national 
level, sometimes in parallel with new system!

ÅNo effort made by Member States to harmonize 
their national requirements

ÅConcept of a national single window has been 
seriously compromised (even differences in ports 
within the same Member State!) 

ÅEach Member State is developing its own 
independent systemé
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Åéthe idea of an EU-wide single window is still far 
away!

ÅAssociations such as World Shipping Council (WSC) 
and ECSA sent questionnaires so as to map the 
current patchworké

Åéwhile Member States and Commission discuss 
further in a specific EMS working group (and the 
RFD itself might be reviewed by DG MOVE in 2017)

ÅAnd what about an electronic seaway bill (which is 
also a tradable document)? Status of ñe-manifest ò?

E-documents in maritime transport
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Digital Transport & Logistics Forum

4th Plenary Meeting on 20th September, Brussels:

ÅSubgroup 1, Team 1 óAcceptance of e-transport 
documentsô (by Member States) ïchaired by IRU

ÅUNECE project on e-CMR started (led by IRU)

ÅRequest for DG TAXUD to present on UCC next 
time

ÅEvaluation of Reporting Formalities Directive 
(REFIT!) and ñe-Manifest project ò (by DG MOVE, 
DG TAXUD & EMSA, timing June 2016 into 2017) ï
ñEuropean Maritime Single Window prototypeò
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Conclusion:

ÅI have a dreaméééééé..

Å éééé.no more paperwork!

Résumé 


